
BANFF ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL - PH. 2
SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT

Clark Builders completed the second phase of the original 
Banff Elementary School replacement, which included 
constructing a two-storey addition to Phase 1 and demolition 
of the old school under Parks Canada and LEED requirements.

The iconic school built in the Town of Banff will cater 
to approximately 550 K-8 students. Designed by GEC 
Architecture, the school offers unique features, including 
exposed wood trusses in the gymnasium, glulam beams 
and other extensive wood features that give the school its 
character. 

The Banff Elementary School scored 63 out  of 110 points, 
achieving the project LEED® Gold. The next two pages provide 
additional information on how some of the points were 
achieved in the following LEED credit categories;

SUSTAINABLE SITE

WATER EFFICIENCY

MATERIALS & RESOURCES

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

INNOVATION IN DESIGN
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RATING SYSTEM    POINTS ACHIEVED 
LEED Canada for New Construction  63 
and Major Renovations 2009

LOCATION     SIZE 
Banff, AB     5,446 sq.m. 

CLARK BUILDERS PROJECT TEAM ARCHITECT  
Project Executive - Austin Boyle  GEC Architecture 
Superintendent - Lyle Plett
Foreman - Greg Farrell
LEED Coordinator - Adrienne Lynn

GEC Architecture / dsTroyer photography



SUSTAINABLE SITE
The Banff Elementary School project was awarded six 
points because it’s located within 400 meters walking 
distance of bus stops that service the school and 
surrounding area.

Also, the new school will not contribute to light 
pollution in Banff as the exterior light fixtures tilt down 
to not emit light directly into the night sky. 

WATER EFFICIENCY
The school reduced its potable water consumption 
for irrigation by 50% from a calculated midsummer 
baseline case. One method that contributed to this 
achievement was by using landscaping plants that are 
drought tolerant and native to the area.

The school is saving 24.71% of water by installing 
efficient fixtures rather than the standard water 
fixtures. 

ENERGY & ATMOSPHERE
The Banff Elementary School school earned all 19 available points by implementing energy-
efficient systems that will save 92% on energy costs compared to a similar reference non-LEED 
building.

The school also earned all seven renewable energy points by offsetting 88% of the building’s 
regulated energy use by installing one of the largest solar panel arrays in the Bow Valley area. 

MATERIALS & RESOURCES
A total of 13.15% of construction materials contained recycled content, which ultimately expands 
the markets for recycled materials, slows the consumption of raw materials, and reduces the 
amount of waste entering the landfills.

Also, an impressive 40.56% of construction materials were sourced locally, which supports local 
economies while reducing transportation impacts. 

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
During construction, our site team ensured there was good air quality for all workers and the 
future building occupants by implementing measures such as wrapping/sealing HVAC equipment 
from dust/debris, using a sweeping compound during cleaning activities and separating pollutant 
generating activities from other workers.
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All paints, coatings, adhesives, sealants, flooring and composite wood products used in the school 
adhered to the strict Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) content limits, ensuring students and 
teachers have excellent indoor quality from the moment they took occupancy.

INNOVATION IN DESIGN
The project achieved exemplary performance for the On-Site Renewable Energy credit for the 
energy produced by the solar array installed. The requirement for exemplary performance is 
15%, and the school substantially surpassed that threshold with an 88% offset of the building’s 
regulated energy use.

The new school also achieved exemplary performance for the use of locally sourced products and 
materials, where the threshold is 40%, and the school demonstrated 40.56%.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION?
CONTACT OUR SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY SPECIALIST.
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Calgary  |  Edmonton  |  Vancouver  |  Yellowknife
clarkbuilders.com

ADRIENNE LYNN, LEED AP BD+C 
Senior Sustainability Specialist 
780.395.3437 
adrienne.lynn@clarkbuilders.com


