
HERITAGE HILLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The new K-6 school in Sherwood Park has room for over 
650 students and is a modern, state-of-the-art learning 
facility that allows the students to leave the classrooms 
and learn in interactive spaces around the entire 
building. 

The two-storey structure includes unique features such 
as a central corridor that links classroom space with staff 
space and an outdoor classroom on the second floor, 
designed for growing plants and a future science garden.

The Heritage Hills Elementary School scored 52 out of 
110 points, achieving the project LEED® Silver. The next 
two pages provide additional information on how some 
of the points were achieved in the following LEED credit 
categories;

RATING SYSTEM    POINTS ACHIEVED 
LEED v4 BD+C: Schools   52

LOCATION     SIZE 
Sherwood Park, AB    5,473 sq.m. 

CLARK BUILDERS PROJECT TEAM   ARCHITECT  
Project Executive – Randy Kyrzyk ONPA Architects 
Sr. Project Manager – Aaron Corser
Project Manager – Matthew Chan 
Superintendent – Curtis Van de Wetering
Foreman – Peter Kamp / Julien Poirier
LEED Coordinator – Adrienne LynnCrystal Puim Photography
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SUSTAINABLE SITE

WATER EFFICIENCY

ENERGY & ATMOSPHERE

MATERIALS & RESOURCES

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

INNOVATION IN DESIGN



SUSTAINABLE SITE
The design team for the Heritage Hills Elementary School completed a site assessment identifying 
site and building assets related to topography, hydrology, climate, vegetation, soils, human use, 
and human health effects.

The new school earned the Joint Use of Facilities credit by sharing with the community a variety of 
spaces such as the gym, servery, flex spaces, washrooms, and exterior playing areas.

WATER EFFICIENCY
The school removed the need for outdoor water consumption by not installing an irrigation 
system. All the tree and shrub species planted are drought tolerant and have proven to be self-
sustainable in Strathcona County / Sherwood Park.

The school also installed permanent water meters supporting water management, which will allow 
staff to identify opportunities for additional water savings by tracking water consumption.

ENERGY & ATMOSPHERE 
The Heritage Hills Elementary School earned 15 points by implementing energy-efficient systems 
that will save 36.7% on energy costs compared to a similar reference non-LEED building. The 
project also incorporated refrigerants used by some mechanical equipment that do not contribute 
to ozone depletion, which earned the project one point.

MATERIALS & RESOURCES
Several permanently installed products (40+) had manufacturer published Environmental Product 
Declarations (EPD). An EPD discloses impacts or contributions to climate change, air, water, soil 
pollution, and resource depletion.

Also, 25.05% of construction materials were extracted and sourced responsibly, meaning products 
participated in an extended producer responsibility program or contained bio-based materials, 
recycled content and/or were sourced locally.

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Several spaces within the school, such as janitor, storage, and recycling rooms, may have 
hazardous gases or chemicals present through typical operation practices of a school. Therefore, 



these spaces were designed with deck-to-deck partitions and self-closing doors, promoting 
occupant comfort, well-being and improving indoor air quality. 

The Heritage Hills Elementary School was designed to offer the building occupants quality thermal 
comfort. The design considered airspeed at the occupant level from air diffusers, metabolic 
rates based on activity, clothing levels based on seasonality, building type, and delivered air 
temperature.

INNOVATION IN DESIGN
The project achieved exemplary performance by implementing five compliant categories of Low-
Emitting Materials. All paints, coatings, adhesives, sealants, flooring, ceiling, and insulation products 
used in the school adhered to strict Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) content and VOC emission 
limits; this ensures students and teachers have excellent indoor quality from the moment of 
occupancy.

The project team developed and implemented a Community Outreach and Involvement strategy 
when planning for the Heritage Hills Elementary School. Elk Island Public School (EPIS), the owner, 
and ONPA Architects, the developer/prime consultant, invited the surrounding community to 
information sessions and open community meetings to receive and incorporate input into the 
project.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION?
CONTACT OUR SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY SPECIALIST:

Calgary  |  Edmonton  |  Vancouver  |  Yellowknife
clarkbuilders.com

ADRIENNE LYNN, LEED AP BD+C 
Senior Sustainability Specialist 
780.395.3437 
adrienne.lynn@clarkbuilders.com


